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SUPPLEMENT  
to 

REQUEST FOR REVIEW AND WAIVER 

On February 4, 2014, one day after filing a Request for Review and Waiver 

(“Request for Review”) 1 in the above-captioned matter, Methuen Public Schools 

(“School District”) received an Administrator’s Decision on Appeal (“USAC’s 

Decision”)2 that addressed one the two main issues in its Request for Review.  Therefore, 

the School District, by its representative, hereby requests that the Commission 

supplement the record in the above-captioned matter with USAC’s Decision and, for all 

of the reasons set forth and discussed in the Request for Review, either reverse USAC’s 

Decision or waive the rules, as necessary, to restore the funding to which the School 

District is entitled.3 

The Request for Review described the extremely long, complicated series of 

events leading up to it and raised two main issues:  (1) whether USAC improperly 

reduced the funding in FRN 2290697 because of an allegedly late-filed Form 486 (the 

issue that USAC’s Decision here addresses); and (2) whether USAC erred by deciding to 

1 http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=7520964203 
2 Exhibit 1, Administrator’s Decision on Appeal dated January 28, 2014 and received February 4th.
3 Alternatively, if necessary, we request that the Commission treat this as a separate Request for 
Review and Waiver. 



rescind the FRN because the School District’s scoring matrix showed “price” and another 

factor with equal points, even though (1) a clerical error caused price not to have the most 

points, and (2) the School District selected the least expensive vendor.   

The School District appealed the Form 486/service start date/funding reduction 

issue to USAC.  While its appeal was still pending, however, USAC surprised the School 

District by deciding to rescind the FRN.  Consequently, the School District appealed the 

entire matter directly to the Commission.   

USAC’s Decision is dated January 28, 2014.  The School District received it on 

February 4th, one day after it had filed its Request for Review.  In it, USAC informed the 

School District that it had decided to dismiss the appeal because the issue in it was 

“moot”: 

 

 

Having decided that the issue in the appeal was “moot,” USAC decided not to 

decide it, at least technically.  We say “technically” because, we submit, USAC actually 

did decide it, albeit indirectly.  The School District’s appeal involved service start dates 

for four FRNs.  USAC changed the dates for all four of them for exactly the same reason.  

In its decision, USAC changed the service start dates back and restored funding for three 

of the FRNs -- all of them except the one in issue here.  Since the relevant facts are 

identical for all four FRNs, USAC easily could have, and therefore should have, changed 

the service start date for FRN 2290697 too, especially since it would not have prevented 



USAC from dismissing the appeal as moot.  That very simple act would have placed 

much less of an administrative burden on the Commission and, in the process, cleared up 

a great deal of confusion. 

Please note that all of the facts, issues, and arguments that are relevant here have 

already been included in the Request for Review. 
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